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noun 

the power of humans to create, improve and reshape society to 
improve the human condition



Capitalism is a 
process of continual  

change 
through creative 

destruction.













Large companies are 

terrified by 

competitive pressure 

in an increasingly 

complex world.



REVENUE MARGIN DISRUPTION



*Gallup’s 2013 State of the American Workplace Report [link]

http://www.today.com/money/americans-hate-their-jobs-even-perks-dont-help-6C10423977












HIPSTER
HUSTLER

HACKER

















BIG business























STRUCTURAL INNOVATION. 
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Techstars 



“grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage 
to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference”



• change 

• acceleration 

• complexity 

• competition

Things you can’t change



Things you can change

[new revenue 
opportunities] [efficiency] [relevance]



• embrace the change 

• c-suite 

• company vision 

• exceptional individual / team 

• continuous visibility 

• enhance / build / buy / partner 

• build on core

… forget ‘digital’





#TSLondon @maxkellyuk

951 companies

89% active or acquired

$2.9B raised

$7.2B market cap
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Starting a business has 
never been easier!
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[Do something that 
matters]



You are killing it serially!
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[The right mindset]
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Learn to pitch, bitch!



[or dominate a niche!]
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Iterate, iterate, iterate.
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Pick up the fucking phone.
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Measure what matters.



#TSLondon @maxkellyuk

Right person for the right 
job.
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Raise money. Or don’t.
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You probably won’t like 
them. But you will need 

them.
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Exit.
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Don’t be a di*k!
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What We Look For?
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Team Team Team

Market Progress Idea
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Stage Agnostic
• Teams of 2 to 20+
• Pre-product, pre-revenue to 

$millions in revenue
• Pre-seed, Seed, Series A+



@maxkellyuk#TSLondon

Application Tips
• Have a great team video
• Clear & understandable product / what 

you do video
• Complete every section succinctly 
• Apply early



@maxkellyuk#TSLondon

January 9
February, March

April 9
April

May 17
May 26
July 17

Applications Open
Techstars London Tour Across Europe
Applications Close
Interviews
Final Interview
Notification
Program Start

Key Dates
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• 3 months in London
• 10 startups
• $120,000 investment per startup
• Access to 150+ mentors

TL;DR
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Q&A 

Applications for Summer 2017 are open: 

                www.techstars.com/apply

max.kelly@techstars.com
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